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LGUs' SDGs achievements. Tenth, strengthening decentralized cooperation
with international local governments and associations.

Other Stakeholders’ Responsibilities

The responsibilities within the SDGs localization plan are divided among
key institutions and entities. The Ministry of Local Government (MoLG) is
tasked with aligning SDIPs with the SDGs, mobilizing local resources, building
LGU capacities, and collaborating with the Association of Palestinian Local
Authorities (APLA) on SDG targets. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
(PCBS) is responsible for identifying, adapting, and defining relevant SDGs
monitoring indicators, establishing a monitoring framework, and collecting
and reporting monitoring data. The Council of Ministers has a role in inviting
APLA to participate in the SDGs national committee, prompting governmental
institutions to plan for SDGs targets, supporting fiscal decentralization, issuing
policies for SDGs monitoring. Donors and international aid organizations can
provide funding, technical support, and coordination to assist in implementing
the SDGs localization plan effectively.

Monitoring Framework for SDGs Localization

The monitoring framework pertains specifically to the evaluation of the
success of the SDGs localization plan itself, distinct from the broader
framework used to monitor the SDGs. The framework is developed following
the guidance provided in Activity D.1.3. The provided Table in the original
plan furnishes a monitoring framework for the Palestinian SDGs localization
plan, encompassing outcomes and outputs, accompanied by indicators for
measuring both, means of verification for these indicators, and the designated
responsibility for monitoring them.

This is a condensed overview of the plan, for the complete document, please
visit APLA’s website at www.apla.ps.
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Responsibilities of LGUs

The responsibilities of LGUs in localizing the SDGs can be summarized as
follows: Firstly, LGUs are tasked with implementing local media campaigns
to educate their citizens on SDGs, complementing the central campaign led
by APLA, leveraging their proximity to the community. Secondly, LGUs are
mandated to include SDGs in their Strategic Development and Investment
Plans (SDIPs), aligning local projects with SDG objectives and utilizing their
knowledge of local needs. Thirdly, LGUs must integrate SDG monitoring into
their SDIP monitoring, following the methodology developed centrally by
APLA. Fourthly, they should enhance service delivery, in line with their legal
obligations, with support from the central efforts led by MoLG to improve
service conditions. Fifthly, LGUs are responsible for implementing projects
contributing to SDGs, supported by centralized funding initiatives. Sixthly,
LGUs are encouraged to collect relevant monitoring data, capitalizing on their
proximity to information sources and following the agreed-upon methodology.
Seventh, they should foster partnerships with academia, the private sector,
civil society organizations, and women'’s groups. Eighth, LGUs should empower
community groups to actively participate in planning, monitoring, and
advocating for community needs. Finally, LGUs are expected to actively engage
in APLA's advocacy, capacity-building, and monitoring activities.

Responsibilities of APLA

APLA’s responsibilities in the SDG localization plan encompass the following
key roles: active participation in national committee meetings and additional
PMO-led gatherings dedicated to identifying national priorities for SDGs.
Secondly, leading awareness campaigns, monitoring initiatives, advocacy
efforts, and documentation of localization activities in collaboration with LGUs.
This includes providing technical support and managing relevant data related
to SDGs and their priority targets. Thirdly, establishing strategic partnerships
with PMO, MoLG, PCBS and other local and international stakeholders.
Fourthly, consistently producing monitoring reports, managing knowledge,
and documenting lessons learned. Fifthly, educating LGUs on SDGs, leveraging
APLA's trusted relationship with LGUs and its personnel’'s availability.
Sixthly, mobilizing LGUs for SDGs localization, given APLA's capacity and
trustworthiness among LGUs. Seventh, supporting LGUs in their awareness-
raising campaigns. Eighth, advocating for the central government to create
an enabling environment for LGUs to contribute to SDGs, potentially requiring
capacity-building support from donors and cooperation with CSOs and
academia. Ninth, developing an SDGs platform for reporting and monitoring
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Strategic Activity
Specific Objective Activity
Objective ID
D. D.1.1 Identify, adapt, and define
relevant indicators
D.1.2 Update priority targets and
Create the institutional X o .
their related indicators with
foundation for an ,
APLA's SDGs platform
effective monitoring and
) D.1.3 Identify the monitoring
reporting of the SDGs
framework
D.1.4 Institutionalize the monitoring
methodology
D.2 Activation of D.21 Support the capacities and
partnerships to collect resources of PCBS
Monitor the data related to SDGs D.2.2 Support the capacities of LGUs
achievement of priority targets
the SDGs D.3 D.3.1 Actual collection and reporting
of data
Support the process of - -
o ) D.3.2 Promotion and oversight over
monitoring and reporting o
monitoring institutions
D.3.3 Produce VLRs/ VSRs
D.4 D.41 Collect data on initiatives
from LGUs, stakeholders and
international community and
Regular update and
share on platform
upgrade the SDGs portal
D.4.2 Develop interactive awareness

raising and capacity building

modules
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Strategic Activity
Specific Objective Activity
Objective ID
C. C1 ) . c1.1 Review and update the created
Align SDIPs with the .
SDIPs based on SDG planning
SDGs .
requirements
c2 Kick start the localization | C.2.1 Pilot integration of priority
process SDGs targets
c3 C31 Conduct capacity and
institutional assessment and
design capacity and institution
building packages

€32 Support LGUs to improve own

source revenues
Mobilize local resources

C33 Support the adoption of the
philanthropy concept by LGUs

C3.4 Improve conditions for PPP

Implement the C35 Support fiscal decentralization
SDGs and improve government
transfers
Ca Caa Improve the institutional
Build the capacities for o
building of LGUs
effective and responsible
) () Improve service delivery by
local leadership
LGUs
C5 C5.1 Raise Awareness and
Build Capacities of LGUs in
decentralized cooperation
Promote and support C5.2 Facilitate LGUs engagement
Decentralized with international LGUs and
Cooperation organizations.

C53 Provide technical assistance
for LGUs in decentralized
cooperation requirements

C6 Support LGUs initiatives | C.6.1 Assist LGUs in executing SDGs

for implementation of

SDGs interventions

interventions
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Strategic : Activity
j. Specific Objective Activity
Objective ID
B. B.1 Create the enabling B.1.1 Conduct an advocacy
environment for LGUs campaign to push the central
to contribute to the government to secure the
achievement of the SDGs enabling environment for LGUs

to contribute to the SDGs

B.2 B.2.1 Develop Policy Briefs, Fact
Sheets, reports on SDGs at

local and national levels

B.2.2 Form Partnerships and
alliances with NGOs, CSOs,
Academia, local media to

Advocacy
Promoting awareness,

engagement, and action )
) promote the adaptation and
towards sustainable . .
implementation of SDGs.

development
B.2.3 Collaborate with international

organizations and donors to
access resources and technical
assistance for SDG-related

projects.
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The table below presents a list of the main proposed activities aimed at
realizing the strategic objectives outlined in the localization plan.

Strategic . " . Activity o
Specific Objective Activity

Objective ! ID

A. A1 Prepare educational material
A1.1 targeting LGU mayors and

employees
A1.2 Conduct a conference for LGUs
Educate LGUs on SDGs on SDGs
A3 Form an alliance for the

awareness raising campaign

A4 Train relevant employees in
LGUs on SDGs localization

A2 A2 Identify the criteria for
champion LGUs localizing the
SDGs

) Mobilize LGUs to localize | A.2.2 Monitor and evaluate the
increase
SDGs commitment of LGUs to localize
SDGs

A23 Conduct SDG localization

awarness on
SDG

Champion event

A3 A3.1 Design the draft LGU media
campaign to educate citizens
on SDGs

Support LGUs in their : :
o A3.2 Conduct national campaign to
awareness raising )
. raise awareness on SDGs
campaigns on SDGs

A33 Provide technical advice and
assistance to LGUs on SDGs

awareness
AL Increase local community | A.4.1 Implement the media
awareness and campaign by LGUs

involvement with SDGs
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To accomplish APLA's endeavor, a set of activities has been proposed. This plan
has been designed to be adaptable to the institutional and financial conditions
of both APLA and LGUs, allowing for effective monitoring, evaluation, and
alignment with fundraising and coordination efforts. It's important to note
that this action plan is a dynamic document that will be regularly updated
and improved to address potential challenges that may arise during its
implementation, such as institutional, policy, or capacity-related issues.
The action plan is structured into three levels: strategic objectives, specific
objectives, and activities. Chart below illustrates the overview of the applied
methodology to develop the localization plan.

Educate LGUs on SDGs
|
wovtetsusto | | s o
1

Support LGUs to raise the
awareness on SDGs

Figure (2): Overview of the Approach to Create the SDGs Localization Plan
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Ministry of Local Government (MoLG) and UN-Habitat encountered difficulties,
particularly because many indicators require local-level data, which is
generally not regularly updated. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
(PCBS) often conducts surveys and censuses independently, without involving
local government units, and such surveys are not conducted annually.
Additionally, data is often not disaggregated by sex, age, or disability status.
Local government units have the potential to provide valuable data related to
basic services, public transportation, land use, urbanization, cultural heritage,

waste management, air quality, and public spaces.

SDGs Localization Plan in Palestine

There are relevant international guidelines to adapt SDGs for local contexts;
drawing insights from global instances of localization. A collaborative effort
involving three international organizations—the Global Taskforce of local and
regional governments, UN-Habitat, and UNDP—Ied to the development of
the 'Roadmap for Localizing the SDGs: Implementation and Monitoring at the

Subnational Level'.

This guide aims to aid countries worldwide in customizing the SDGs to suit
their unique legal frameworks and challenges, offering flexibility. It introduces
four key components, referred to as strategic objectives in APLA's Localization

Plan:

&

gf} Advocacy for the perspective of LGUs on the SDGs vis-a-vis the
> national level.

Following the guidance outlined in the roadmap and drawing upon the
expertise of the expert team, APLA set a series of 'specific objectives” that
has been identified for each strategic objective, to achieve localization and

answering both questions;

How local and regional governments can support the achievement of the SDGs
at the national level by means of action carried out from the bottom up and

How the SDGs can provide a framework for local development policy
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The national team collaborates closely with pertinent UN agencies to ensure
alignment of their efforts. The Palestinian government has played a facilitating
role in supporting UN organizations and forging partnerships. This has been
achieved by designating public institutions with specific responsibilities for
achieving particular SDGs and by matching each Goal with the corresponding
UN organization, UN organizations in Palestine coordinate their support
and identify their respective programming as part of the UN Development
Assistance Framework (UNDAF), as detailed in the table below:

m Focal Pointin PA UN Organization

1,10 Ministry of Social Development UNDP, UNICEF
2 Ministry of Agriculture FAO
3 Ministry of Health WHO
4 Ministry of Education UNESCO
5 Ministry of Women Affairs UN Women
6 Water Authority UNICEF
7 Energy and Natural Resources Authority UNDP
8 Ministry of Labor and Ministry of National Economy ILO
9 Mini.stry of National Economy and Ministry of Housing and UNIDO
Public Works
- Mini.str\/ of Local Government and Ministry of Housing and UN Habitat
Public Works
12,1314,15  Environment Quality Authority UNDP
16 Ministry of Justice UNDP
17 Office of the Prime Minister UNSCO

Challenges of SDGs Implementation in Palestine

The State of Palestine faces several challenges in reporting on the progress of
achieving the SDGs. The primary obstacle is the lack of comprehensive data,
especially for indicators that rely on national surveys, which are infrequently
updated due to financial constraints. Additionally, administrative records from
both public and private organizations often lack the necessary information
and may not be readily available or complete for reporting on SDG indicators.
Consequently, the national data covers only 186 out of 293 indicators. Other
challenges stem from limited control over certain areas, such as Jerusalem
and Area C, as well as border and natural resource management. Insufficient
funding and the weak capacity of national institutions further hinder the
reporting process. When preparing the SDG 11 progress report, both the
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Figure (2): Institutional Arrangements for SDGs in Palestine.
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mandates, legitimacy, existing networks, and local expertise. They are central
to facilitating collaboration and network governance across sectors, bridging
the gap between resource needs and funding opportunities, and managing the
growing number of stakeholders involved in SDGs localization.

Localizing the SDGs emphasizes placing local priorities, needs, and resources
at the core of sustainable development efforts. This approach calls for ongoing
communication and coordination among global, national, and local levels to
effectively achieve the SDGs. Unlike past localization efforts that mainly
focused onimplementing goals at the local level, the SDGs emphasize the direct
link between the responsibilities of local and regional governments and the
achievement of these global goals. Thus, the success of the SDGs increasingly
depends on the ability of local and regional governments to promote integrated,
inclusive, and sustainable development. Local governments play a pivotal role
in translating global goals into meaningful actions at the community level,
making sustainable development responsive to local needs and aspirations.
Full engagement of local actors, not only inimplementation but also in agenda-
setting and monitoring, is essential for the SDGs to be realized.

Institutional Arrangements for implementing SDGs in Palestine

The institutional framework for overseeing the implementation of SDGs in
Palestine involves a diverse array of entities from the public, private, and civil
society sectors. At the national level, this effort is spearheaded by the Office
of the Prime Minister, which collaborates closely with the UN's sustainable
development team and the steering committee for the sustainable
development plan. This national team is composed of various sub-national
technical teams, including academic and research institutions, youth and
women's organizations, labor unions, governmental bodies, the private sector,
civil society groups, UN agencies, and organizations representing individuals
with disabilities. The primary responsibilities of the national team include
identifying sustainable development priorities in Palestine and integrating
them into sector-specific strategies and budgets. They are also responsible
for overseeing the overall process of preparing progress reports. Figure below
provides a visual representation of the institutional arrangements for SDGs in
Palestine.
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Palestinian local authorities develop a four-year planning process known
as the Strategic Development and Investment Plan (SDIP); a tool used by
the government to support local development and initiatives through the
Ministry of Local Government (MoLG). The SDIP involves a participatory
approach to development planning, encompassing various themes such as
economic, social, environmental, and even political aspects, extending beyond
the LGU's core mandate. Components of the SDIP include implementation
plans for municipal projects and programs, monitoring and evaluation plans,
estimated budgets, and responsibilities for financing and implementation.
While the SDIP’s planning horizon is four years to align with the LGU council's
term, it includes an 8-10-year vision for broader community development
goals. The SDIP addresses themes within the LGU's mandate and those
under the purview of other stakeholders. To integrate the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) into SDIP formulation, the MoLG has enhanced
planning methodologies, incorporating SDGs and covering economic, social,
environmental, infrastructure, and governance sectors. An annex to the SDIP
manual guides the operationalization of SDGs in planning, contributing to
localization efforts and ensuring LGU priorities align with SDGs.

Localization of SDGs; Think Global, Act Local

The successful implementation of SDGs relies on localization and multi-level
governance, with local governments serving as crucial intermediaries for
facilitating partnerships. International dialogues, including those organized
by the UN and United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), have emphasized
the role of local governments in defining, delivering, and communicating the
SDGs to local stakeholders and citizens, building broad-based ownership
and accountability at the local level. Local and regional governments (LRGs)
are already working on implementing the SDGs in their areas, given that
65% of the targets have been decentralized to them globally. Localization
involves adapting, implementing, and monitoring the SDGs at the local
level, ensuring that they are integrated into local development agendas and
policies. This process involves both how LRGs can contribute to achieving
the SDGs nationally through bottom-up actions and how the SDGs can guide
local development policies. Partnerships, particularly multi-stakeholder
collaborations, are essential for SDG localization, as they help address capacity
limitations and promote knowledge sharing and policy integration. Effective
intermediary functions are required to coordinate diverse activities led by
different sectors at the local level and ensure the success of multi-stakeholder
partnerships in pursuing the SDGs. Local governments hold a unique position
as key intermediaries in the localization of the SDGs due to their broad
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Localizing the SDGs involves adapting them to subnational contexts, spanning
from defining objectives to monitoring progress, with APLA aligning its
strategies with SDGs and engaging experts to formulate a 'SDGs Localization
Planin Palestine.” This plan aims to foster sustainability management, address
challenges, and provide an institutional framework, coordination mechanisms,
and a roadmap for SDGs localization in Palestinian LGUs.

SUSTAINABLE £ &,
\‘f@ pevetopment O tALS
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ACTION
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Figure (1): Sustainable Development Goals (Source: UN Website).

Palestinian LGUs play a vital role in public administration, state-building, and
democratization. Before the Palestinian Authority (PA) was established, these
local bodies were responsible for delivering public services to the Palestinian
people, filling a critical gap. Currently, there are 443 LGUs, categorized classified
into ‘A, B, C" municipalities, and village council. However, these LGUs face
significant challenges including fiscal sustainability, limited resources, and an
unclear legal framework that hampers effective service provision. While the
law grants LGUs a broad range of functions, practical decision-making often
requires PA approval,leading toalack of administrative and financialautonomy.
The absence of a consistent intergovernmental finance system further
compounds their financial struggles, as the PA does not provide regular grants
or transfers to address these issues. Despite their mandated roles, LGUs vary
in institutional capacity, primarily driven by size discrepancies. Additionally,
conflicting laws and bylaws further complicate the local government sector’s
governance.
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Association of Palestinian Local Authorities — APLA

Founded in 1997, The Association of Palestinian Local Authorities (APLA)
is an independent semi-governmental nonprofit association that forms a
comprehensive framework that holds all the Palestinian local authorities
and is mandated to represent and lobby for their collective interests of them,
by supporting capacity building among local governments, facilitating the
exchange of knowledge and best practices, linking local municipalities with
international ones, representing them on all levels nationally, regionally, and
internationally, and serving as a vehicle for dialogue between the central
government and Local Governmental Units (LGUs) by using all means and
instruments of lobbying and advocacy.

Background Information

In 2015, the United Nations endorsed the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), a global initiative aiming to eradicate poverty, protect the environment,
and promote worldwide peace and prosperity by 2030. SDGs introduced a
more comprehensive approach encapsulated in the concept of the 5Ps: People,
Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and Partnerships. These 5Ps serve as a guiding
framework that recognizes the interconnectedness of social, environmental,
and economic dimensions of sustainable development. By emphasizing the
importance of inclusivity, environmental stewardship, economic growth, peace
and stability, and collaborative partnerships, the SDGs aim to create a more
sustainable and equitable world for current and future generations.

These SDGs consist of 17 overarching goals and a total of 169 targets, each
with number of indicators to measure progress. In total, there are 247
indicators aimed at assessing each country's compliance by 2030. Unlike
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the SDGs underwent extensive
consultation processes at national, regional, and global levels, incorporating
local perspectives and fostering broad ownership and commitment to the
goals. This inclusive approach has made the SDGs more widely adopted
and relevant. Sustainable development, as outlined in the 2030 Agenda,
emphasizes meeting present needs without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs and consists of economic, social,
and environmental pillars. This holistic approach brings together various
international treaties and declarations, providing a transformative framework
to guide policy-making and development processes.
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SDGs Localization Plan in Palestinian LGUs



